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	Course Unit Descriptor
	Faculty
	Faculty of Philosophy

	GENERAL INFORMATION

	Study program 
	Master academic studies in History

	Study Module  (if applicable)
	

	Course title
	Political social development of the Serbian lands in the Middle Ages

	Level of study
	☐Bachelor               ☐ Master’s                   ☐ Doctoral

	Type of course
	☐ Obligatory    ☐ Elective

	Semester 
	☐ Autumn                     ☐Spring

	Year of study 
	first

	Number of ECTS allocated
	6

	Name of lecturer/lecturers
	Djordje Djekic, Vladimir Aleksic

	Teaching mode
	☐Lectures                  ☐Group tutorials         ☐ Individual tutorials

☐Laboratory work ☐  Project work            ☐  Seminar
☐Distance learning    ☐ Blended learning      ☐  Other

	PURPOSE AND OVERVIEW (max. 5 sentences)

	Making student aware of the political and social development of the Serbian lands.

Development of the Serbian statehood, state administration and the Byzantine influence. The concept of the saints generating lineage, emergence of the saintly cults, the concept of empire, emergence and influence of the local lords. Another parallel purpose is study the social structure (nobility and all the strata of the dependant population – the serfs (meropsi), the slaves (otroci), the servants (sokalnici), the stock farmers (vlasi). The Bosnian Church, Hesychasm, the influence of the Roman Catholic Church.

	SYLLABUS (brief outline and summary of topics, max. 10 sentences)

	Upon completion of the course, the students are expected to be able to make a complete and complex picture of the political and social development, on the basis of the numerous and various facts on the phenomena and the processes. They should be able to make associations between facts and knowledge from various fields through time, covering vast geographical areas and time periods (conveyance of statehood ideas from one dynasty to the next, ideological influences from the Byzantine Empire, changes in the core of the state administration, etc.) Particularly important is an insight in what led the two Serbian states, Raška and Bosnia, to undergo a so drastically different political development. Raška was under the influence of the Byzantine Empire in almost every aspect, unlike Bosnia which was being constantly pressured by Hungary. Not being under the influence of Byzantium and lacking support from the Church, which Raška had, Bosnia lagged behind Raška in its social, political and economic  development. Equally important are the changes in the social structure in the 14th century, which is to yield a substantially different picture of the society in the 15th century, completely unlike the previous ones.

	LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION

	☐Serbian  (complete course)              ☐ English (complete course)               ☐  Other _____________ (complete course)

☐Serbian with English mentoring      ☐Serbian with other mentoring ______________



	ASSESSMENT METHODS AND CRITERIA

	Pre exam duties
	Points 
	Final exam
	points

	Activity during lectures
	Points 5
	Written examination
	Points 20

	Practical teaching
	
	Oral examination
	Points 60

	Teaching colloquia
	Points 15
	OVERALL SUM
	Points 100

	*Final examination mark is formed in accordance with the Institutional documents


